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Geddes, New York, 1829-1835: Letters of
George Owens
by Richard G. Case

Family papers are among the most telling sources of New
York State history. The Geddes letters introduced by Richard G.
Case and printed below are part of such a collection. With more
than a dozen other such sets of papers originating with specific
New York families, they provide researchers in state history with
many details ofdaily life in varying strata of an earlier society.
Mr. Case is a feature writer for the Syracuse Herald Journal
and Herald American, a trustee of Library Associates and a
student of New York State history with a special interest in
folklore. Before coming to Syracuse he was employed by the
Chicago Historical Society in Chicago, where he was co-editor of
the book, Portrait of Abraham Lincoln.

"There has been a new Salt Spring dug which promises fair for the
place," George W. Owens wrote from Geddes, New York, in 1829. It was
September and he had just arrived in the spunky little settlement on the
southwest shores of Onondaga Lake. There had been a pleasant journey on
the new Erie Canal and now he was at work-making salt barrels-and sharing
in the fair promises of the community's natural resource, salt, and its
man-made wonder, the canal. It seemed a good time to be young and making
your way.
George Owens' letters home, to relatives in Fulton County, New York,
and the letters of his grandfather, John Smith, were faithfully preserved by
members of the family. Those that follow, covering the years 1829-1835,
were written from Geddes to Owens' mother, Mrs. Mary G. Brockway, wife
of Tiffany Brockway, Jr., in Broadalbin, New York. They were presented to
the Syracuse University Library, along with many other family papers, by the
late Mrs. Frederick Fuhrer of Gloversville.
Geddes, annexed to the City of Syracuse in 1887, was an
unincorporated but bustling village of a few hundred settlers when Owens
arrived from the East in 1829. The founder, for whom the village was named,
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was James Geddes, who formed a company to make salt and settled at the
head of the lake in 1794.
Before the canal was constructed, Geddes lived exclusively on salt. Most
of the residents were connected, in one way or another, with James Geddes'
company or those that followed it. The settlement sat on high ground
overlooking the lake and "the swamp," where the village of Syracuse was
beginning to show itself. Salina, Geddes' rival as a salt manufacturer, was due
east.
We know little of the early days of Geddes, since all of the records up
to 1850 were destroyed in a fire of that year, making discovery of letters such
as these of more than routine interest. A tavern opened in 1803 and a school
the next year. "Judge" Geddes, as he was called, drew up a preliminary village
plan in 1807; twenty lots were laid out on either side of the turnpike that
eventually became West Genesee Street. Three years after George Owens
arrived, Geddes officially became a village.
Completion of the canal in 1825 brought prosperity and growth to
Geddes, as it did to many pioneer settlements along its path. Soon there were
industries other than those related to salt. The making of pottery at Geddes,
ancestor industry of the Syracuse China Company, was one aspect of the
"canal boom."
George worked as a cooper, making salt barrels for shipping the area's
chief export on the canal. It is not clear whether he did this at Geddes or
elsewhere. l A "Mr.Patrick" is mentioned as his employer.
The Owens letters contain much information related to his family, some
glimpses into the settlement of Ohio and some canal travel data. Much more
important to us, however, is the other data he reported, often in a very
incidental or casual manner. The letters provide a rich insight into such
unrelated matters as land speculation, religious activities, eating customs,
formal education and apprenticeships, agricultural patterns, social ethics,
medical practice, local health history and specific and general details of
economics and business conditions. Our understanding of the development of
the Central New York area would be more detailed and accurate if more
research collections like the Owens letters were preserved.
A few of George Owens' letters from Geddes have been omitted
because they contain little of interest beyond the state of health of the family
at the time of writing. Certain repetitive passages and others not germane to
the picture of Geddes and George'& family also have been omitted from the
letters reproduced here. The original spelling has been preserved.

1 At one time Syracuse's North Salina Street, then part of the salt-boiling village of
Salina, was called Cooper Street, because of the concentration of barrel-makers. This
manufacture once was second only to salt making in Salina.
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Letters from Geddes, 1829-1835
Geddes, Sept! 27 1829
Dear Mother
I wrote you the 30th of August and received both of your
letters yesterday and was surprised to hear that you had not
received mine. Grandfather, Grandmother, Sidney and James 2 are
all well; never was in better health myself. I make four barrels a
day, after another month I can earn Six or Seven Shillings a day. I
get Six or Seven dollars for this month and boarded. It was about
twelve 0 clock at Wednesday night when I arrived at grandfathers.
My journey up the Canal was very pleasant. It was night when I
came through Utica. It is very healthy in this section of the
county. I like it better than Johnstown or Broadalbin. I have not
been on the Lake but once it was rather windy. We did not stay
out long. There has been a new Salt Spring dug which promises
fair for the place. It is a considerable stronger than that of Salina.
In Syracuse a negro stole from a trunk eighteen hundred dollars.
The next evening a horse was stolen worth one hundred. Business
is very dull except stealing. Sidney is painting at Syracuse.
I remain your affectionate Son
George W. Owens

A field of salt vats in Salina. From an engraving in Historical Collections of the State of
New York, by John W. Barber and Henry Howe. 1842
2

Sidney and James Smith, George's uncles, brothers of his mother, Mary Brockway.
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Geddes Feby 9 th 1830
Dear Son & Daughter
Your letter of the 31 st ult. came here in Season. I was very
glad to here that you was all in good Helthe. More so on account
of what I had Heard before Respecting your son Tiffany Helth.
You say that he is Well Enough to attend School which I feel very
glad to here of. I am in as good Helth as you Even saw me and
feel well. My wife, Sidney & James are all in good Helth and you
will se how fat and Helthy George is and how he has grown Since
he came up here. Business is very Dull with us and we have had
the coldest time for about two weeks here that has been known
for a number of years. It Snowed here 20 days one Day after
another for that time. The Snow now is about two feet Deep on a
leavil. Fine Sleighing you may Depend on, But not money
Enough to Spend Much time in Riding out. ...
yours Respectfully,
John Smith

Geddes May 9th 1830
Dear Mother
I take up my pen to inform you of my good health and the
rest of the family and suppose you have heard from us before by
uncle Lucius. The spring is very forward, fruit trees have leaved
out, fields of wheat looks promising. It is uncommon healthy for
the season of the year few cases of the fever again excepted. I
have lived here for a year and expect to get twelve dollars a
month, clear of my board, at least, in cash. Business has
considerably revived. I expect a letter from you soon. Remember
me to the rest of the family.
Your affectionate Son
George W. Owens

Geddes Augt 28th 1830
Dear Daughter
Your letter of the 16th Instant Directed to your son George
was Rec in Due time.... By the Tennor of your Letter it Seems
as if you give your self more trouble about George than I think it
6

is Necessary. You may Rest well Sattisfyed that he is in the Best
of hands and that I Shall take evey care of him that May be
Expected any parent wood Do for their own child. George is in
fine Helth, has not been sick one Day since he came here, is very
sturdy and is well Likened by the old and young people here. I
think. I may say he is Dowing well. Should he be sick or any
unfore Seen accident happen to him I Shall give you the Earlest
Information. We are all in charming Helth and have a plenty to
Eat Drink and to ware and feel in' good spirits. Your Mother has
become very fleshey, but is in fine Helth Not withstanding Likes
here well.
I now will give you a Short account of a Camp Meeting of
this week kept by the Methodist. George and James attend one
Day. George says they made more noise than he iver heard
before. They begun the Meeting Tuesday and Ended this Day on
Satherday. I am Informed that 83 persons Rec what they call the
power and became good or in other words Reledgeus Persons. I
Must say that I have Some Doughts on my mind of Such Changes,
But I hope they are Real geneuine and pure. We have a number of
those Methodist here and I like them well as Neighbors and
cittezens, But such Hollowing and Screaming I think may as well
be Dispensed with.
George attends Meeting very Steady. I now think I Shall
have him attend School Next winter and obtaine Some more
Learning Sufficeant to Do any Business that he may be in. My
Respects to Mr. Brockway and his family and all our friends.
Farewell for the present
John Smith
P.S. Sidney has Just come Home and is well. He sends his
Respects to you all. George and James Spend the most of the
time in Making Salt Barrels. George Makes about $10 to $11 per
month clear from all Expenses.
J. Smith
December 26, 1830
Dear Parent
I take up my pen, to inform you, of my good health and,
that of the rest of the family. There has been no sickness in the
place since you left here. It has been uncomon warm for the
Season. We had green peas in the garden the fifth of this month.
We have had good sleighing for about a week, but now it has
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gone. I began to go to School last thursday and expect to go two
months.... We had a letter from Sidney the 23 of last month. He
states he has got work at the town of Waren, Ohio Trumble
County, and thinks he Shall make a stand there....
Your most Affectionate
George W. Owens
I have got a new Geography and Atlas, a new kind of English
reader. I Shall Study Geography, gramer and Arithmatich and
writing.

Geddes, April the 17 th 1831
Dear Mother
We received a letter from you Sometime ago, and was
pleased to hear that you was all well. We had a letter from Sidney
about a fortnight ago. He states they have had the small pox there
at Warren. He writes that he has been very healthy and has
enough work to do. It is a general time of health here especially
with us. I am to work for the same man I work for last summer,
(Mr. Patrick), and expect to work till winter. I Shall have fifteen
dollars a month besides my board, if well. I went to school about
ten weeks.
Give my respects to father and family,
Your most affectionate Son
George W. Owens

Geddes, August, 14 th , 1831
Dear Mother
We received your last letter last Sabbath, and was much
pleased to hear that you and the rest of the family were in usual
health. We had a letter from S~dney last week. Says he has work a
plenty and in good health. He says there is a canal coming within
two miles of his land, if not through it. He thinks it will raise
the value of his land, and Shall not sell it now. There is not a
plumb on the trees in our garden and Shall not have So much
fruit as we had when you was here. Buisiness of all kinds is going
on, more prosperous than last year. A flouer mill is building
within a quarter of a mile of this place, which will cost at least
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twenty thousand dollars, and other buildings to the amount of
ten thousand more. 3 My prospects are better than in the spring,
and shall have work till the first of January. We are all enjoying
good health. Give my respects to father, and family.
Your affectionate Son,
G. W. Owens

December 4 th , 1831
Dear Mother,
I don't know how I Shall excuse myself in so long delaying
writing to you, but hoping in a mother's clemency, will write a
few lines, and endeavor for the future to be' a little more
punctual, Last Sabbath received a letter from Siddney. He left
Warren and gone to Elyria, 28 miles from Cleaveland, thinks he
Shall stay there through the year, thinks he shall do better there
than at Warren, To morrow I expect to go down the Oneida river
and make a payment on my land, and by the first of January I
intend going to school till the first of March. My prospects are as
fair as I can expect. I have earn from $26 to 30 dollars a month
since the first of last April. We are all in good health and good
spirits. As for James he is either speculating or hunting. He has
shot eleven wild ducks, and six at one shot....
Your affectionate Son
George W. Owens

Geddes, May 20 th , 1832
Dear Mother,
... Perhaps you think I have forgotten you, but I hope you
will forgive me once more. But the reason for my not writing
before was on account of a law suit with the Constable who was
accountable to me for my loss last fall. The trial took place on
the 10th of this month. I recovered damages $44.56 and the rest
stands good against him, which is about 65 dollars in another
execution. We had a letter from Sidney dated Elyria, Loraine
County, Ohio 15th of April. Elyria is about twenty-five miles
3In 1831, according to Onondaga Centennial: Gleanings of a Century (Bruce, 1896),
"Jonas Mann had a large grist mill built where Genesee Street crosses the canal but his
death put an end to the enterprise and the mill never operated."

9

from Cleaveland. Says he is well and likes the Country much. I
wrote you in my last, that we should make you a visit this month,
but in consequence of a hurry of our work, we have delayed the
time till the first of July, for the time then will be more
favorable. My health is good. Grandfather and Grandmother are
quite unwell. James is in tolerably good health. Give my respects,
and good wishes to father and family.
I remaine your Obedient and affectionate Son,

George W. Owens
Receipt for making Rheubarb Syrap
Take two ounces of pulverized Roubarb, half a pint of white lye,
half a pint of good brandy, quarter of a pound of loaf Sugar, and
bottle it up, then it is fit for use. You may expect us all before
the seventh of July.
Geddes, August 10th , 1832
Dear Parent
This morning I received your kind letter of the 29th of
July, in which you request our return to Johnstown. I think there
is no more danger here, than with you. There has been about 15
deaths and about 40 cases in the whole in this town. Two or three
in this place, one death. Elder Gilbert is dead, but his wife is
getting better. 4 We had a letter from Sidney last Sunday. He
states he is well, but how long he will stay at Elyria is uncertain.
It is very healthy here excepting the Cholerea. Mr. Gibbs died
before our return. We had a very quick passage of 35 hours.
Grandfather made no arrangements with Mr. Jackson. We are all
well, my health never was better.
Give my respects to father and family.
Your affectionate Son
George W. Owens
Geddes November 19 th 1832
Dear Mother
I received your last letter after some weeks suspense, but
you do not state as having had mine of August. You Seem to
4This probably is a reference to the Asian cholera epidemic that swept the area in 1832.
One hundred deaths in Syracuse and Salina were reported.
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think that I have forgoten you, But when you have any reason to
think So, I wish you would forget me. Do not be to anxious
about me, for I think I'm doing well enough. The last heard from
Sidney, he was in village Elyria, County of Lorain. Thinks he
Shall be home another year and is doing well. We have had the
hottest Election ever held in this County. s At least 5000 dollars
have changed pockets in this town. We have never had a better
fall for work, it is now as warm as the middle of April. Have had a
little Snow, but is now gone. Buissness is brisk. We have the Small
Pox at Doctor Thomptson's6 and other places, uncommonly
healthy here. Last Sunday night, the wife of Squire Northrum of
Sallina 7 cut her own throat and Soon died, cause unknown, I
wish you would write the last you heard from Nathan. We are all
in usual health. Give my respects to father and family. James is
15 years old to day, has the kind pox and has gone to bed sick.
I remain your forgetful Son
George W. Owens
I wish you would send some papers.
Geddes July 14th 1833
My Dear Daughter
As it has been Sometime Since I wrote to you, I think it
may be agreeable to you to Recive a few lines from me. All tho I
cannot Say to you that my Helth is good Still I can say I am able
to be about and attend to my Business in a moderate way. Your
mother, James and George are in good Helth and I can say that
this place is Remarkably Helthy. We have one of the finest
Seasons Here that has been for many years past. Everything that
grows out of the ground looks fine. We have in our Garding the
most plumbs that we Ever had and there is an abundence of
peaches here this season. I give you an invitation as well as Col
Brockway to make us a visit on or before the first of September
next and we will accompany you to old Oswego on Lake ontario
which place I think wood please you well to see. Our Business is
good and we have a plenty to Eat and Drink and a fair prospect
for more for we have now a growing upwards of one Hundred as
SThe national election of 1832. Andrew Jackson defeated Henry Clay.
6Dr. Cyrus Thomson, founder of the so-called Thomsonian School of botanic medicine,
came to Geddes some time before 1830 and began to manufacture remedies. He later
bought the large building at Erie Boulevard and West Genesee Street (torn down just a
few years ago) as a sanitarium.
'Perhaps the lawyer, Alfred Northam.
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fine chickings as you ever saw and they will be Large Enough by
the time you come here to make use of in any way that will Sute
you Best.... you will see what improvement [George] has made
In writeing, since he wrote you Last. There has been a writeing
school in this village and George and James have attended about
18 Days, three Hours Each Day and I am well pleased that'l
advised them to gow to the School. George is very Steady and
makes out well. It was a good thing for him comeing here with
me. If my Judgement Does not fail me, George will in time make
a man of property and Good Standing. I Shall not Spare any
pains to give him all the Information I can how to persue
Business. At all Events I think you may with propreity render
thanks to God that it has So happened that he had Such friends
around him to Direct his ways being Left as he was when a child.
You May Rest Sattisfyed that he Stands well in this place as to
his Caractor and Prudence and Industery ...
Your friend and
Parent
John Smith
Geddes Dec. 15 t h 1833
Dear Mother
... I wish you would write as soon as possible and let me
know what you can about Deacon Hart of Pompey from whom
you once received a letter, for from what I can learn he lives there
now, near Pompey Hill. Let me know my father's brothers names.
I think one lives in Pompey. You would like to hear from them as
well as I should. You remember me to father [and] family.
I remain your affectionate Son
George W. Owens

Geddes February 23 d 1834
Dear Mother
... I began to go to school about the first of January and
went about five weeks, but having so much work to do, I had to
leave my School and go to work and have been to work about
two weeks. We have now as fine a time for business as we could
wish, excepting the going has [been] rather mudy since the first
12

of this month. Last night we had a smart thunder shower. Last
week we had a letter from Sydney, he is pursuing his Studies in
Warren, and says he is well. I have learnt that Deacon Hart has
left Pompey and moved to Cisero, a town joining Salina. The
going has been so bad that I could not get there. Mr. Aiken and
family moved near Liverpool last fall, but we have not seen any
of the family yet. I saw Miss Hungerford, the old maid, about
three weeks ago at Salina. She is enjoying very good health.
Perhaps you would like to know what I have been studying this
winter, my studies were grammer, composition, natural philosophy and writing. Having nothing more to write I shall close by
requesting you to write soon, the last news from the west.
Give my respects to Father and family,
I remain, Dear Mother, Your affectionate Son
George W. Owens

Internal view of a salt manufactory in Salina. From an engraving in
Historical Collections ofNew York State, by John W. Barber and Henry Howe. 1842

Geddes, June 15 th 1834
Dear Mother
I received yours of the first a few days since and was
gratified to hear from you, though it was somewhat unexpectedly. Yet I was not surprised that you wished that I should
settle nearer home than Illinois, but on the contrary think that
your wishes are very reasonable, and are no more than I could
expect from Mother. I should certainly deem myself unworthy of
a Mothers care and anxiety were I to disregard her requests. You
13

may be surprised yourself when I tell you that I had almost
concluded not to go to Illinois. About ten days since, having cut
my thumb so I could not work in the shop, Grandfather and I
took horse and wagon and took a trip out into Ontario County,
about forty five miles from here. Could I obtain some places I
saw, I should never think of going out of the state of New York.
It was not till after our return that I received your welcomed
letter. We intend looking more before we conclude to purchase.
About a fortnight after our return from Johnstown, I went to
Cisero to Uncle Ezra Harts, found them all well and had a very
pleasant visit. Solomon Owen lives in the town of Lisle in Broome
County. Jehiel [is] gone to Michigan. John Owen lives in
Rensselaersville. Josiah Owen died some ten or twelve years ago.
Aunts Calender and Austen reside in Sherburne. As to the cloth,
you may prepare thirty yards if you can, as grandfather and
James will want considerable. We should like one half a dark
snuff color and the other a dark green. If you can not spare more
than 15 yds, you -may have it all green, and well done. A few days
since, we had a letter from Sidney. He is still in Warren, Trumble
County. He states that he is enjoying good health and pursuing
his studies. Mrs. Sammons died last tuesday, aged 73, and was
buried last thursday. On way to Ontario, we put up for the night
at Auburn. The next morning visited the State prison. It contains
nearly a 1000 prisoners, some working at one trade some at
another, all working with great regularity and order. I was
surprised to find the greatest proportion of young men, say from
20 to 35 years of age. You had better conclude to come with
Aunt Harriet next fall. If you do, I will send you money to bear
expenses. We should like to have the cloth here as early as
possible and if you do not come here yourself, I do not know
how you will get it here. There are a number of families going to
the west and some gone, but this country is good enough for me.
As this is rather a long letter for me, I must close it at once.
I remain your affectionate Son
G. W. Owens

Geddes, August 31 st 1834
Dear Mother
I received yours of the 18th inst. last sabbath, and should
have answered immediately, if Grandfathers health had been as
good as it is at present, although it is very poor. He was pretty
14

smart when he came home, but about a fortnight Since
he ... was taken with an inflamation of the blader and has not
been able to do anything Since, but is able to be about. The rest
of us are in good health, excepting James, [who] has been
complaining of being unwell for the week past, but he is now
upon the gain. We received last week a letter from Sidney. He was
well. Probably you have had one from him as he says he has had
one from you. He states that the cholera rages in Ohio to a
considerable extent, and as far as we can learn, it exists from
Buffalo to Detroit on the lake shore.... I should be glad to have
you here with us this fall, but as there is so much sickness in the
country, and as the cholera may be here, you had better wait
until more healthy times....
Remember me to Father and family.
Your affectionate Son
G WOwens

Geddes Oct. 2nd 1834
My Dear Daughter
You may be Glad to hear from us as there has been Such
Mortallaty in this town of late with the Collera. I give you a
Statement which may be considerated to be correct; in Syracuse
there has Died in a few Days of the Collera about 15 in all, and at
Salina about 45 in all.... There has not been anyone here Died
besides and the Place is very Helthy and the collera Has
Disapeared once more. The most of those that Died were
Forrenors and the low Class of People with Bad Habbets. I have
not been well Since I Saw you in Johnstown, But have been able
to be about and Done Some labour. James has been sick with a
fever. [In] about four weeks has got well and as Harty as you
Ever Saw him. George has not been Sick one Day this Sumer
[and] is now in fine Helth. Your Mother is not very well, has
been for Some time complaining. I am in Hopes She will feel
Better as the weather Becomes Cooler. I now think that George
and my self will start for a trip to the Ohio next week, if nothing
happens before that time to Prevent us.
Your affectionate Parent
John Smith
15

Geddes, Nov. 23 d 1834
Dear Mother,
I received your letter dated Sept 28 the day before we
started for the western country and hoped to have answered it
Sooner, not expecting to be gone more than about three weeks,
but instead of that we have been nearly Six weeks. We started
from this, on, the 13th of last month. We arrived in Buffalo on
the 16th. Having some business there, we did not go on to the
Steam boat until the evening of the 18th, and then was obliged to
stay in port for a day and a half on account of a storm on the
Lake. Left the 20th and arrived in Warren in three days from
Buffalo. Staid there one day with Sidney. He is in good health
and is so fat that he is fairly puffy. He paints when he has good
jobs, and the rest of his time he spends in studying. Being now so
near the Ohio river, and Virginia, we concluded at once to go into
that State to see Mr. Patrick, the man that ran away three years
ago and owed us. We found the gentleman about 60 miles up the
great Kanawha river in Virginia and doing a good business. He
Settled with us very honourably. We was in the state only 5 days
and then went down the Ohio river to Portsmouth, then took a
canal boat to Chillicothe. This is a town of considerable
importance and handsomely built. We left here by stage at 4
oclock in the morning. We went along very well for about four
miles when going through a piece of woods, one of the forward
wheels struck a Stump Six inches high, threw the driver from his
Seat. The horses became frightened, but they soon stopped by
the exertions of the driver, who was thrown under the coach, just
as they came to a halt, with his head immediately under the
wheel and would have been crushed to death had they gone Six
inches farther. Some of the harness having broke, we staid in the
woods for two hours, and then started again for Columbus where
we arrived safe in the afternoon. This day we passed mostly
through a prairie country, very fertile. Columbus is finely situated
and handsomely built and is growing very fast. From here went to
Dayton, on the great Miami. From this, we went to Piqua, about
90 miles from fort Defiance oJ! the Maumee. There is a canal now
being built from Dayton through Piqua to fort Defiance. In my
opinion, this part will be the garden of Ohio. We returned to
Columbus on account of the roads being very bad to Sandusky.
From Columbus we went to Zanesville on the Muskingum, by
way of the great National road. Sixteen miles from this we took
boat on the canal to Cleaveland. No Steam boats being in and the
wind blowing so very fair, we concluded to take a Schooner then
16

in port a loading. We started just at dark with a fine breese, the
Captain assured us that he should reach Buffalo in less than
twenty four hours, providing we had fair wind. We arrived off
Erie in Pennsylvania, the next morning, it being 100 miles and
half way to Buffalo. But the wind had Shifted by this time from
west to the north east, so that we had to tack about four or five
miles to gain one. We were thus driven about at the mercy of the
wind and waves for three days, when at last we got into port safe,
but not exactly well, for both of· us were sea sick and took cold
on top of that, so that we did not very Slick. We soon took
passage on a canal boat for home, where we arrived last thursday
morning. I have come to the Conclusion not to like that State
better than I do this state., though we was much pleased with the
country. We are all in good health. Grandfather is much better,
before we left home his complaint having left him. Grandmother
is in pretty good Spirits. James is as hearty as a bear and is now as
tall as myself. Business rather dull here, if I do not get something
of work for the winter I Shall make you a visit. Tell Father he
need not trouble himself about the money, for I am not in need
of it at present I wish you would write me as soon this reaches
you. Give my respects to father and family, hoping that this may
find you in good health, and that you will forgive my long delay
in writing. I will try and make it up by a long visit. Ohio has a
Whig Legislature but a Jackson Govournor. Farwell.
I remain your affectionate Son
George W Owens

Geddes, May 10th 1835
Dear Mother
I received your letter of 15 th ulta., and I was glad to hear
that you was in usual health. Tell Amanda I wish her much Joy &
a long life of love and happiness. Sidney left here about a
fortnight since. He brought some weding cake. It was very good
but rather dry. Some Mallaga wine would have made it better. My
collars and boosons we made in very good Style. I think much of
them as coming from Mother. Grandfather and Grandmother are
in usual health. James goes as a hand on a line boat. He was here
last Saturday and in good health. He quit Coopering on account
of its giving him a pain in his Side. I think I Shall go to the west
this fall and purchas some land unless I can find some business
that will be good here. Do not expect to work at my trade more
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than three or four months longer, it being Just about good for
nothing. We have tride every way to turn ourselves, but nothing
will doo. Grandfather advises me to quit the business as soon as I
can., & it being your desire that I Should get me a farm, I think
now is as favourable a time as any, & and if I Should will let you
know, in time. There are a great many going to Illisnois this
Spring & Summer from this quarter, some to Texas. I think I
Shall not go farther than Illisnoi. We Shall expect you and Aunt
Harriet here in August, for then we Shall have a plenty of fruit.
As yet, we have had a very backward spring and uncommonly
cold. You can have no idea how great the emigration is for the
west. Almost every boat is crowded with moovers. Should they
continue to go as fast till fall, they of themselves would form a
State. Three families Start this w~k from this place for the far
west. I know not how far I Shall go, but for your sake, no further
than I can help. It is not So much for great riches as it is for
independance that I wish for, for it does not require so much to
place a man above the wants and miseries that encompass
mankind as a great many imagine. I have delayed writing till now,
for to have something to write about. Grandmother says that you
must come by the middle of August. Remember me to all
inquiring friends.
I Subscribe myself your
Obedient Son
Geo. W. Owens

"No further than I can help" turned out to be Ohio, where George and
his grandparents went in 1835. Grandfather Smith bought a farm near
Perrysburg and George Owens' letters to his mother from 1835 through
1864 recount his attempts at farming, first with his grandfather and then on
his own; his failure at farming and his return to his trade of coopering, this
time making flour barrels; his marriage and the birth of seven children. He
reports the death of both grandparents, his quarrel with his cousin James and
the death of his own elder son John in 1863 at Chickamauga. The Owenses
moved about within a small area 'of Ohio as George went from farming to
coopering and back again, usually working for someone else and living in
rented houses, never making a success of either occupation and always
looking ahead to the time when he could buy his own bit of land or set up his
own barrel shop. In one of the Ohio letters he compares his lot with that of
his cousin James. James had become a successful business man of some
wealth; George was poor although he always managed to feed his family. But
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James' marriage and home life were not happy; in this respect George makes
it clear that no one could be happier than he. Although financially distressed
most of the time, he and his Ernaline, with their seven children, each of which
he describes with joy and pride to his mother, were a loving and happy
family. He seems to have proved to himself through experience in his
maturity what he stated blithely and with such assurance in his youth: " ... it
does not require so much to place a man above the wants and miseries that
encompass mankind as a great many may imagine."
George's letters end in 1864. Subsequent letters from his children to his
mother shed no light on when or where he died.
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"/ Am Satisfied With What / Have Done":
Collis P. Huntington, 19th Century
Entrepreneur
by Alice M. Vestal

The Collis P. Huntington Papers in the George Arents
Research Library form one of more than twenty significant
collections in the area of transportation. They are equally
important as a study of a colorful period in American history and
particularly of an extraordinary man in the setting of that period.
As a member of the Manuscript Department staff Mrs.
Vestal has arranged and described the Huntington Papers for
research use. She leaves Syracuse this summer for Cincinnati,
Ohio, where she will be an assistant librarian at the Cincinnati
Historical Society.
The Library plans to publish a printed register of the
Huntington Papers within the year.
Any list of nineteenth century magnates of American business and
industry will include Collis Potter Huntington, whose name and fame are
inextricably bound up with the history of American railroads. His papers,
now available for use by scholarly researchers in the George Arents Research
Library, provide primary sources that lead to increased understanding of
Huntington as a personality, his associates and the Railroad Era.
Although the Huntington Papers include legal and financial records and
biographical material, their major component is correspondence. There are
approximately 190,000 incoming and outgoing letters, chiefly of a business
nature, dated 1867-1900. There are 189 volumes of letterpress copies of
Huntington's letters and more than 2,000 originals. His four associates in the
California railroad ventures, Charles Crocker, Edwin Bryant Crocker, Mark
Hopkins and Leland Stanford, also are well represented. Other correspondents include railroad financiers, officials and administrators as well as
congressmen, lobbyists, industrialists, bankers, lawyers and engineers.
Collis Potter Huntington was born on October 22, 1821, in Harwinton,
Connecticut, the sixth of the nine children of William and Elizabeth
Huntington. After a brief and perfunctory education, Collis was apprenticed
at the age of fourteen to a neighbourhood farmer and the following year to a
20
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local grocer. Between the ages of sixteen and twenty-one he was an itinerant
peddler and note collector in southeastern United States. In 1842 he
purchased a partnership in his brother's hardware store in Oneonta, New
York. By 1844 his financial success made it possible for him to marry
Elizabeth Stoddard who, until her death in 1883, remained virtually
unknown to all but her husband's closest associates.
In the spring of 1849 Huntington left for the California gold fields by
way of Panama with a group of fellow Oneontans. He arrived safely after a
five-month trip during which he managed not only to avoid the prevalent
dysentery but also to quadruple his cash assets by shrewd trading. Realizing
after one day in the gold fields that prospecting would not bring him a
reasonable return on the time and money he had spent to get there, he
entered the hardware business in Sacramento and by 1855 had joined with
Mark Hopkins in a hardware firm known as Huntington & Hopkins, which
became one of the largest firms of its kind on the coast, providing many of
the supplies for the western railroads later acquired by Huntington and his
partners.
In 1856 the Republican Party of California was organized in Sacramento. Among the founders were four successful merchants: Huntington,
Hopkins, Charles Crocker, dealer in drygoods, and Leland Stanford, a grocer.
As successful businessmen and political leaders, it was not surprising that
these four were approached by Theodore Dehone Judah as potential investors
in a not-so-impossible dream, the transcontinental railroad.
Judah was a competent and enthusiastic engineer and builder of
railroads, who had come to California in 1854 as chief engineer of the first
railroad in the state, the Sacramento Valley Railroad. After its completion, he
began a campaign for a transcontinental road and this quest took him
eventually to Washington, D. C. to solicit support for his project. In 1861 his
knowledge and salesmanship were rewarded when the Central Pacific Railroad
Company of California was incorporated with Judah as chief engineer.
President of the corporation was Leland Stanford, the vice presid(fncy was
held by C. P. Huntington, Mark Hopkins served as treasurer, and Charles
Crocker was a director. Judah immediately undertook to survey the route
over the Sierra Nevada Mountains and on completion of this preliminary
survey, he left for Washington to lobby again for federal support of a
transcontinental railroad. The outbreak of the Civil War had eliminated the
possibility of a southern route for a transcontinental road but its proponents
argued that such a road was necessary to protect California and the western
territories from possible forays not only by Confederate troops but by British
or Russian forces as well. I Judah was able to secure appointments as
1 Alaska was not purchased from Russia until 1867, Canada was still a British colony,
and in November, 1861, Confederate agents had been forcibly removed from a British
ship on the high seas. Shortly thereafter, a British flotilla anchored at Victoria, near
Vancouver. This was followed by the entrance of seven ships of the Imperial Russian
Navy into San Francisco Bay.
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secretary of the House subcommittee on the Pacific Railroad, clerk of the
Senate subcommittee on the Pacific Railroad and as clerk of the main House
committee on railroads. Thus not only the war but Judah's political positions
helped to insure his success. 2 The Pacific Railroad Bill was signed into law on
July 1, 1863 by President Abraham Lincoln.
Late in 1862 Huntington moved to New York City with full powers of
attorney for the company and authority to act as its purchasing and financial
agent. Not incidentally, his proximity to Washington made it possible for him
to represent the transcontinental railroad's, and especially the Central
Pacific's, interests to Congress. The letters of lobbyists Richard Franchot and
Charles H. Sherrill in the Huntington Papers report their efforts on
Huntington's behalf; Congressmen Aaron Augustus Sargent, John Boyd and
John Byrne supported his cause in Congress.
Charles Crocker did not continue as a director of the corporation;
instead he formed Charles Crocker & Company to perform the actual
construction of the road. Following Judah's death in 1863, Crocker's firm
and the subsequent Contract & Finance Company served as the Credit
Mobilier of the Central Pacific. Crocker knew nothing about railroad
construction and his on-the-job education proved expensive. Nevertheless, the
road eventually was built over terrain considered impassable by railroad.
As speed was the essence and the primary factor in determining
construction policy, the quality of construction was sometimes less than
contemporary minimum standards called for. Thirty-year government loans
were received on the basis of miles of track laid, and the Union Pacific was
laying track westward at what apparently seemed to Huntington a frightening
pace. A sense of urgency is evident in his letters from New York, especially
during the seemingly interminable hand drilling of the Summit Tunnel
through 1,659 feet of granite.
Your despatch that you see daylight through the tunnel is just
received. I was very glad to get it, as I was just getting up a
poster with map, and some new advertisements and was waiting
for this despatch before putting them out. 3
Your despatch that the road is completed to the 95th mile is
received and I am very glad to get it, in fact I think I should never
tire in receiving the like ... 4
Snow was the other problem in the mountain section of the road,
virtually halting operations for five months of the year. The remedy adopted
in 1867 was the construction of thirty-eight miles of wooden snowsheds
2 Oscar Lewis, The Big Four: The Story ofHuntington, Stanford, Hopkins and Crocker,
and the Building of the Central Pacific. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1938, p. 35

3c. P. Huntington to E. B. Crocker, August 30, 1867
4C. P. Huntington to E. B. Crocker, October 5, 1867
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which required sixty-five million board feet of lumber and two years to
complete.
While Huntington was urging Crocker to construct more rapidly, the
letters of not only Charles Crocker but of Edwin Bryant Crocker, his brother
and chief legal counsel of the company, and of Hopkins and Stanford during
the whole construction period reiterate again and again their demands for
Huntington to sell more bonds and to send more rails and supplies.
I have just received a despatch from Charles that he laid six miles
of track yesterday. Buy tomorrow, or steal, twenty locomotives,
16 inch cylinder, and send them here at the earliest day
practicable, and we go to kingdom come. Now just what to make
of this despatch I do not know. It would hardly be possible to get
these machines ready in less than three months, as locomotives
are not kept on hand like coffee mills, but I will order some and
if he should want them sent over the Isthmus I will so send, but I
hardly think he will want them this way; if he does, they will be
sent without tank or boiler, as it would be very difficult to send
those parts by steamer. 5
Huntington was trying to sell low-yield, high-risk bonds in a market that
proVided ample opportunities for high returns with far less risk. His
competition with the government for steel rails, locomotives and railroad
hardware needed in wartime helped to inflate prices to astronomical heights.
Rails which sold for $55 per ton in 1861 rose to $262 per ton by 1865. 6
Construction was completed over the Sierra Nevada Mountains in 1868
and the two-way race across the plains began with the crews of both
companies grading far ahead of the lines of track. By the end of the year
graded railbeds of the two lines paralleled each other for approximately two
hundred miles. 7 Negotiations were begun in Washington to designate a place
for joining the lines and President Ulysses S. Grant selected Promontory
Point, Utah. On May 10, 1869, Leland Stanford drove home the now famous
gold spike that connected the two roads.
Construction of the transcontinental railroad completed, Huntington
and his colleagues faced a new problem. They had built the Central Pacific at
a profit, but could they maintain and operate it on the same basis? Further,
did they want to? Charles and E. B. Crocker decided not to continue with the
venture and in 1871 they received the first of three payments of $600,000
each for their shares from the remaining partners. There is evidence that
Huntington and Hopkins were arranging the sale of their interests as well, but
the Panic of 1873 doomed these plans. The many large notes of the Central
sc. P. Huntington to Mark Hopkins, August 21,1868
Lewis, The Big Four, p. 86
7Cerinda W. Evans, Collis Potter Huntington. Newport News, Va., 1954, Vol. I, p. 195
6
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Pacific were prematurely presented for payment and the company was barely
able to meet its obligations. E. B. Crocker had died when Charles chose this
financially embarrassing moment to demand final payment for his shares. As
the company was unable to make such payment, Crocker rejoined the
company as Second Vice President and so remained until his death in 1888.
Huntington was by all accounts, especially his own, the prime mover as
well as financial, administrative and legislative genius of the road. Convinced
by the events of 1873 that the Central Pacific and its associated lines could
not be sold off in a financially satisfactory manner, he apparently determined
to operate the road in a way that would provide substantial returns. To do
this would require control of all the roads within California and keeping other
transcontinental lines out of the state; in short, Huntington wanted a
monopoly of railroad transportation, at least in California. The first part of
this plan had been undertaken as early as 1865 with the purchase of the
California Central Railroad; subsequently the associates acquired twenty-two
additional roads in the state. 8
Huntington's program of continued acquisition and building brought
dismay to some of his partners:
... but is this business of expanding, extending, and buying up
railroads never to end-Hopkins talks very decided against it, and
I must say that I don't much like the idea of slaving myself to this
railroad business for the rest of my days. Stanford I believe would
buy up every road in the State and you don't seem disposed to
stop.9
Difficulties in achieving the second aspect of the plan began in the
Seventies when the Texas & Southern Pacific Railway Company (commonly
known as the Texas & Pacific), under the control of Thomas Alexander Scott,
President of the Pennsylvania Railroad, was authorized by Congress to build
from Marshall, Texas to San Diego. Huntington countered with furious
lobbying forays into Congress and by extending the Southern Pacific Railroad
south through California and on through Arizona and New Mexico toward
Texas. When a bill for additional government subsidy for the Texas & Pacific
was voted down in 1878, Huntington's success was assured. He had purchased
controlling interest in the Galveston, Harrisburg & San Antonio Railway in
1877 and this line joined the Southern Pacific at Pecos River in 1883. The
main line was completed to New Orleans in the same year through acquisition
8The Southern Pacific, Sacramento Valley, Western Pacific, California & Oregon,
Oakland Railroad and Ferry Company, San Francisco & Alameda, Yuba, San Francisco
& San Jose, Vallejo & Sacramento, San Francisco & Oakland, San Joaquin Valley,
California Pacific, North Pacific, Stockton & Copperopolis, Market Street, Monterey &
Salinas Valley, Oregon & California, Los Angeles & San Pedro, Los Angeles &
Independence, Los Angeles & San Diego, California Southern and Santa Clara & Pajaro.
9E. B. Crocker to C. P. Huntington, March 29, 1868
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Washington. D. r;'d/.()~187 {p

"You may pay Dodsworth of the Bulletin $1,000. I think Congress will adjourn
Saturday or Monday. I expect to be at the office Saturday morning. It looks now as tho
we should not be hurt this session." Letter, August 10,1876, from C. P. Huntington to
the Reverend Isaac Edwin Gates, Huntington's brother-in-law, who served as his private
secretary and administrative assistant from the late 1860's and also held offices in a
number of Huntington's eastern companies. From the Huntington Papers in the George
Arents Research Library
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of the Texas & New Orleans Railroad, the Louisiana Western Railroad and
J. P. Morgan's Louisiana & Texas Railroad & Steamship Company, which
provided steamship transport to New York. The next year all of these lines
were consolidated into the Southern Pacific Company.
Huntington began his involvement with transportation in the East in
1869 with the purchase of the Chesapeake & Ohio Railroad Company. The
line was completed from Richmond, Virginia to Huntington, West Virginia,
named in honor of its founder. After the Panic of 1873, the corporation was
reorganized as the Chesapeake & Ohio Railway Company and the road
extended to Cincinnati, Ohio by 1882. In the East the road was extended
from Richmond to a deep water terminus at Newport News, Virginia, also
founded by Huntington.
C. P. Huntington was designing a transcontinental railroad company
completety under his own control. The Elizabethtown, Lexington & Big
Sandy Railroad was purchased and completed between Cincinnati and
Louisville, Kentucky. The Chesapeake, Ohio & Southwestern Railroad
Company had been organized in 1881 to complete and operate the line of the
Memphis, Paducah & Northern Railroad between Louisville and Memphis,
Tennessee. The final link was a group of small roads between Memphis and
New Orleans, Louisiana, organized as the Louisville, New Orleans & Texas
Railroad Company in 1884. In the same year the Newport News & Mississippi
Valley Company was incorporated as a holding company for the Chesapeake
& Ohio and its associated lines. Huntington was now able to travel from
Newport News to San Francisco over .his own rails. But the organization did
not last; in 1887 the C & 0 went into receivership for the second time. As a
consequence of reorganization, the Newport News & Mississippi Valley
Company was broken into its constituent parts, and by 1890 Huntington
began to divest himself of some of these eastern interests.
Throughout the Nineties Huntington continued to administer his affairs
personally. Investments in the Pacific such as the Occidental & Oriental
Steamship Company, in Central America such as the Ferro-Carril International Mexicano, and in the western part of the United States had been
made with his western partners. Other investments he made on his own. In
addition to railroads in the East and West, he had organized land companies
in Newport News and Huntington, West Virginia. His United States & Brazil
Mail Steamship Company competed for trade in South America and his Old
Dominion Steamship Line ran between New York and Newport News. In
1886 he had organized the Chesapeake Dry Dock & Construction Company,
later reorganized as the Newport News Shipbuilding & Dry Dock Company.
Not a successful concern in Huntington's lifetime, the company did survive
and formed the basis of the shipbuilding industry of Newport News. It was
the firm first owned by Huntington that constructed the U. S. S. United
States which made her maiden voyage in 1852.
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During the last decade of Huntington's life and of the nineteenth
century, when he was spending much of his time at his summer home on
Raquette Lake in the Adirondacks, he organized the Raquette Lake Railway
Company with William West Durant, son of his Union Pacific rival of the
transcontinental days, and the two men served as its directors. 1O
In 1890 Huntington became president of the Southern Pacific
Company, displacing Leland Stanford. This event represented the final break
between these two, whose mutual dislike had grown steadily since the early
Sixties. Their temperaments and ways of life were very different. Stanford
had been a great asset to the Central Pacific as governor of California between
1862 and 1864 and his powerful position in California politics contributed to
limiting legislative interference in railroad affairs. But while Huntington was a
devoted adherent to the principle of work and accumulation, Stanford was
inclined to a flamboyant and expensive style of life. It was noted by all
partners how little Stanford was in his office, and he had for years drawn
upon railroad funds to build his homes and to establish a breeding ranch for
race horses. In 1885 Stanford moved to become the Republican nominee for
the United States Senate in place of A. A. Sargent, a long-time friend who
was the railroad's choice for the office. Sargent's letters to Huntington during
this period express first disbelief and then alarm at Stanford's actions.
Stanford was elected to the Senate, but in 1890 Huntington forced him out
of the presidency of the Southern Pacific Company by promising him needed
support in the 1892 senatorial election as a trade.
The Huntington Papers include a group of materials documenting the
misfortunes of David Douty Colton in relation to the four associates. Colton,
a close friend of Charles Crocker, had joined the others as a partner in 1874.
In return for stock, they held his note for one million dollars, due in five
years. After Colton's death in 1878, it became apparent that he had indulged
in highly unorthodox practices in attempting to secure the money to payoff
his note. In order to settle her husband's accounts with his associates, Ellen
Colton was required to return many of his securities. She later contested this
settlement in the celebrated case of Colton v. Stanford, et al. She lost the
case and her husband's dubious business methods were revealed.
During his association with the four, Colton had, for the most part,
enjoyed their confidence. With Huntington in particular he had carried on
extensive correspondence. In his letters to Colton, Huntington revealed many
of his methods as well as his low opinion of politicians in general and some
individuals in particular:

lOIn 1898 Durant built Camp Pine Knot for Huntington on Raquette Lake. In 1901 he
built Sagamore, his own summer place, now a conference center owned by Syracuse
University, on Sagamore Lake. The main houses at Pine Knot and Sagamore are
identical.
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This Congress is nothing but an agrarian camp-the worst body of
men that ever got together .before in this country. 11
I notice what you say of Luttrell; he is a wild hog; don't let
him come back to Washington, but as the House is to be largely
Democratic, and if he was to be defeated likely it would be
charged to us, hence I think it would be well to beat him with a
Democrat; but I would defeat him anyway, and if he got the
nomination put up another Democrat and run against him, and in
that way elect a Republican. Beat him. 12
During the Colton trial some of these letters were read into the court record.
Letterpress copies appear among the papers, with printed court records and
some of Colton's financial records which were used as evidence by the
defense.
In a letter to James Speyer, written on December 6, 1899, just eight
months before his death on August 14, 1900, C. P. Huntington looked back
at his own life and judged it in his own terms:
Let me close this letter by saying that, so far as my own part
in the inception, construction and operation of the Southern and
Central Pacific Railroads is concerned, I am satisfied with what I
have done. No man is perfect and the man does not live who can
look back and say that he has made no mistakes; but the motives
back of my actions have been honest ones and the results have
redounded far more to the benefit of California than they have to
my own.... That I have enemies in California goes without
saying and I am not sorry that it is so; for no man who has been
so long and so actively identified with her interests as I have been
could have done his whole duty by the State without having at
one time and another told some man what he thought of them;
no man who has had so much to do as I have with vast bodies
of employees, the responsibility for whose appointment and
dismissal has rested largely on his shoulders, could have failed
during half a century to excite the revengeful passions of bad men
who have been thwarted in their dishonest schemes.

C. P. Huntington to D. D. Colton, April 19, 1878
nC. P. Huntington to D. D. Colton, May 1, 1875
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Cable-suspended track from which dump-car trains dropped fill material to create an
embankment for a new railroad line. July 7, 1910

The D. L. & W. -A Nostalgic Glimpse
The records of the Delaware, Lackawanna and Western Railroad
Company form one of more than twenty transportation collections in the
George Arents Res~rch Library, making Syracuse University a major research
center for the study of American transportation. The corporate records,
which occupy more than 1800 linear feet of shelf space, were acquired by the
University in 1964 from the Erie-LacI.cawanna Railroad Company acting
under the authority of and with approval of the Interstate Commerce
Commission. The materials were carefully selected by University staff in
consultation with railroad officials, from documents and records formerly
located in New York City; Hoboken and Jersey City, New Jersey; Scranton,
Pennsylvania; and Cleveland, Ohio. They include records of the Company's
Board of Managers, President and Vice President for Labor; the Law,
Treasury, Land and Tax, Coal and Operating Departments; Interstate
Commerce Commission valuation studies, special materials and corporate
records of 64 subsidiary, predecessor and leased companies.
Among the special materials are 15,000 Eastman glass and film negatives
of roadway, rolling stock, stations, locomotives and right of way among many
other railroad scenes and subjects. The photographs were taken over a
thirty-year period beginning in 1907 by W.S. Barry, official photographer for
the railroad at Hoboken, and W.B. Bunnell, the company's official photographer at Scranton.
Mr. Thomas T. Taber of Madison, New Jersey, chose and identified the
and his associates,
pictures on the following pages of The. Courier. He
f'
Mr. William S. Webber and Mr. Halsey L. Tilton, are engaged in a project of
identifying and cataloging many of the negatives in the Syracuse collection.!
Mr. Taber recently added to the Erie Railroad Company collection in
the Arents Library 800 photographic negatives taken in 1909 of stations
along the Erie Railroad on its main line and branches between New York and
Chicago. Recognizing their historical value, he rescued these negatives from
destruction, identified them, prepared them for preservation and turned them
over to the University.
Mr. Taber, a forty-years resident of Madison, has served his community
as councilman and mayor, and for the past ten years has been chairman of the
Board of Public Transportation of Morris County, carrying the responsibilities
of all three positions completely without remuneration. He has been a
railroad buff and historian for many years and has accumulated a large library
of railroad source material.
1

Some twenty photographs from the Syracuse collection appeared in the August 1967
(Number 19/20) issue of Steam Locomotive & Railroad Tradition, with an article by
William S. Young titled "Great White Bridge, The Tunkhannock Viaduct and the
Rebuilding of the Lackawanna. I. 1899-1915"
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Front of a D.L. & W. "Pacific" type locomotive of steam days. 1913
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Construction of the Martins Creek viaduct with the old D.L. & W. main line from
Scranton to Binghamton passing underneath. October 22, 1913

View in the cab of a "Pacific" type freight locomotive as the engineer saw it. The long lever at top
right is the throttle; the wheel on the right operates the reverse gear. 1913

The rust train in the United States to be equipped with wireless telegraph.
It carried antenna, not visible in the picture, on top of the cars. Hoboken, New Jersey. November 1913

The Satirical Rogue Once More:
Robert Francis on Poets and Poetry
The Disposable Poem

A distinction should be made between the disposable poem and the
poem that time has disposed of. Of all the poems written and published
throughout the ages (or written and unpublished), the overwhelming
preponderance have been disposed of, in one way or another, by time. Yet
from internal evidence-after a little archeological probing on our part-it is
clear that these poems didn't want to be disposed of. They wanted to go on
shining in use. They hoped for immortality.
By contrast, the disposable poem, so common today, does not hope for
immortality, does not look forward to prolonged use, but with a charming
modesty and disarming lack of ambition is content to be discarded-or so it
seems-after a single reading-like the disposable napkin, the disposable
handkerchief, the disposable diaper.
- Robert Francis
Robert Francis, American poet resident in Amherst, Massachusetts,
has chosen a bit from Hamlet, "The satirical rogue says here that old men
have gray beards," as a springboard for his brief observations on poetry and
poets. His book titled The Satirical Rogue appeared in 1968 and was followed
by "The Satirical Rogue Again" in the Massachusetts Review of Autumn
1969 and "The Satirical Rogue Returns" in The Virginia Quarterly, 1970.
When "The Satirical Rogue Once More," a collection of ten new
roguish comments (of which "The Disposable Poem" quoted above is one),
came to the hands of the Courier editors, it sparked new interest in the
writer, who describes himself as "walking round and round Poetry on its
ped~stal and taking shots at it from every possible angle. Shots with a light
gun, a water pistol, a pea shooter." This reawakened interest led directly to
another look at the Robert Francis Papers, presented to the University by Mr.
Francis from 1967 to 1969, in the manuscript collection of the George
Arents Research Library.
Born in Upland, Pennsylvania, Mr. Francis is a graduate of Amherst
College with a master's degree from Harvard. He has done some teaching, at
the American University in Beirut, Lebanon, at Mt. Holyoke College and the
University of Massachusetts, and at writers' conferences among other places,
36

but his time has been devoted to writing since 1945. He lives alone at "Fort
Juniper," his house in Amherst, doing his own chores, but the
correspondence among his papers reveals that poets and lovers of poetry have
been finding their way to Fort Juniper over the years as though Mr. Francis
had invented the better mousetrap. The correspondence tells much more:
letters for the most part from college and university professors of English,
with a fair representation from fellow poets, show appreciation, affection and
respect for both the person and the work of Robert Francis. Among
correspondents whose letters appear in the Syracuse collection are the late
author and professor John Holmes; Theodore Morrison, Harvard professor;
Samuel French Morse, then of Mt. Holyoke's English department, and the
late David Morton, "resident poet" at Amherst at the time of the
correspondence.
Volumes of Francis' poetry include Stand With Me Here, 1936, Valhalla
and Other Poems, 1938, and The Sound I Listened For, 1943, all published
by Macmillan, The Face Against the Glass, privately printed in 1950, The Orb
Weaver, Wesleyan University Press, 1960, and Come Out Into the Sun,
published by the University of Massachusetts Press in 1965. The University of
Massachusetts also published two of Mr. Francis' prose works, The Satirical
Rogue on Poetry, 1968, and The Trouble with Francis, an autobiography,
1971. We Fly A way, a work of prose fiction, was published by Alan Swallow
and William Morrow in 1948. Francis is one of America's most anthologized
poets, especially in volumes prepared for college and high school youth, and
his poems have also appeared in some twenty journals.
The backgrounds of many of his poems are documented in the Robert
Francis Papers at Syracuse. Among them are series of "worksheets," showing
the evolution of a poem from first jotting to the version finally marked by
the poet as "suitable for publication." Asked by Lester G. Wells, former Rare
Book Librarian at Syracuse, for some indications of his writing methods to
share with poetry students at the University, Mr. Francis sent him five
worksheets on his poem, "Burial," with the comment that they show how he
"goes at a poem." The collection now includes many such sets of worksheets
for individual poems.
Another section of particular interest in the papers preserves complete
histories of all the poems in The Sound I Listened For and The Orb Weaver.
These include for each poem the date of composition and state of completion
of the worksheets; when the poem was sent to a particular publisher and
when it was accepted and published; when it was rejected and whether by
letter, cordial or otherwise, or by a rejection slip; and records regarding
reviews, letters received and other pertinent papers.
The personality of this "rogue," whose satire seems so gentle until the
slightly delayed backlash takes effect, emerges subtly but unmistakably from
his papers: a quiet man, a man of thought, one whose love of friends and love
of solitude seem not at all inconsistent, a man who can turn down an
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invitation with the most gracious of letters, who can even say no-thank-you
to a prestigious fraternity's invitation to membership and give his reason for
dec1ining-a suggestion of racial discrimination among the brotherhood-all
without offense.
Mr. Francis has been receiving awards since 1938 when he was
co-recipient of the Shelley Memorial Award. The Golden Rose Award of the
New England Poetry Club followed in 1942 and the Jennie Tane Poetry
Award of the Massachusetts Review in 1962. Phi Beta Kappa Poet at Tufts in
1955 and at Harvard in 1960, Rome Fellow of the American Academy of
Arts and Letters, 1957-1958, he also won the Amy Lowell Poetry Traveling
Scholarship in 1967-1968.
Mr. Francis is a serious poet who takes poetry seriously while having
fun with its side effects. These he continues to satirize in his fourth and
previously unpublished collection of "bite-size essays," seven of which appear
below.

The Satirical Rogue Once More
To Wield the Pen

If the Poet Laureateship were made hereditary, how many headaches
could be avoided.
Surely inheritance, which has succeeded century after century in
producing rulers of the British Empire, could be trusted to write a few verses.
Why shouldn't the present Laureate even now be grooming his eldest son
or daughter to wield the pen?
A Wide Wide World

"Alps beyond Alps arise," sang Pope, and the same thing could be said of
poets. They keep rising into view-beyond the Alleghenies, beyond the
Mississippi, beyond the Rockies. Only today I learn of a certain peak that has
been looming in the poetry world these many years. Where have I been? And
who am I?
Golden Edith

She was, in roughly equal prol?ortions, the actress and the abbess, the
queen and the witch.
Scores of her contemporaries rivaled or surpassed her as poet; but no one
could touch her as a figure.
In an age when poets were uniformly drab, she was as gaudy as a peacock.
But her triumph was not her costume. Her triumph was to make that
costume indigenous and inevitable.
She carried about with her the spaciousness of history. She was high gothic
and modern.
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If she made an art of arrogance and insult, it was only as an aristocrat can.
Her touch was as golden as Midas's. In her Collected Poems you can count
the word gold 280 times and the word golden 94. In anyone else this might
have seemed too easy.
Without her poems we would be appreciably poorer, but without herself
we would be defrauded.
Horticulture

"He was a poet, but no more concerned with poetry than a plant is
concerned with horticulture," says Wallace Fowlie of Cocteau. Alas! how
much concerned with horticulture many a modern plant seems to be.
The Reversible Dictum

"It begins in delight and ends in wisdom," says Frost of a poem. I was
going to call this a good example of the reversible dictum. Turn it around and
it is equally true. It begins in wisdom and ends in delight.
That's what I was going to say. But then I thought how few poems today
begin in either wisdom or delight, end in either, or have either in the middle.
Theophilus Again

"Do you remember," I asked my poet friend Theophilus, "your telling me
some time ago about your experience in being introduced to audiences and of
your technique for defending yourself against the exuberance of your
introducer?"
"I do," said Theophilus.
"What I want to ask is why a poet needs any introduction at all. Why
doesn't he simply get up and begin? Why does he need someone to explain
him, to defend him, and to praise him? Why does the audience need a pep
talk before the poetry? Even the introducer often has the sense to say that
the poet of the evening needs no introduction. Why doesn't he abide by his
own good sense?"
"A very good question," said Theophilus. "A very good question indeed."
Invoice to Go With a Gift Copy of My Poems

A box of homemade cookies is a safer gift than a book of homemade
poems. But if you will feel not the least obligation to read this book, or if
you read it, to like it, the danger of burdening you may not be too great.
Let it sit in the chimney corner like Cinderella or in some obscure nook in
your library, and when your eye happens to fallon it from time to time, let it
bring a smile to your lips as you remember its author.
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Belva Ann Lockwood. Courtesy of the New-York Historical Society, New York City
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Belva Ann Lockwood, Feminist Lawyer
by Sylvia G. L. Dannett

Mrs. Dannett has been pursuing research in the University
Archives on Belva Ann Lockwood, 1857 graduate of Genesee
College and recipient of a master's degree in 1872 and an
honorary LL.D. in 1909 from Syracuse University.
Author, lecturer and historian, Mrs. Dannett is an authority
on certain phases of the Civil War. Among her publications are
two novels, five biographies and histories for both youth and
adults, and many articles. Her writings show a special interest
in the character and accomplishment of women throughout
A merican history.
Mrs. Dannett is the wife of a New York lawyer and the
mother of two children. The Dannett home is in Scarsdale, New
York.
Belva Lockwood, the first woman to practice law before the Supreme
Court of the United States and twice candidate for the American Presidency,
is history's gift to Women's Lib. Born one hundred and forty years ago, she
was a pioneer in the Woman's Suffrage Movement; she is as contemporary as
any feminist of today.
Belva Ann Bennett was born in Royalton, Niagara County, New York,
on October 24, 1830, the second child of Lewis J. and Hannah Green
Bennett. She was educated first in the district school and later at Royalton
Academy. At fourteen years of age she t(fUght during the summers in various
district schools of the area and attended school herself in the winter. At
eighteen she married a young local farmer, Uriah H. McNall, who died six
years later, in April 1853, leaving her with a small daughter, Lura.
When Belva was twenty-four, she began teaching in her native town,
where she had her first lesson in the inequality of salaries established by the
school code: she earned eight dollars a week while male teachers were paid
twice as much or more. "I kicked to the school trustees," she is quoted as
saying, "I went to the wife of the Methodist minister. The answer I got
opened my eyes and raised my dander: 'I can't help you; you cannot help
yourself for it is the way of the world.' "
It had been the way of the world for a long time, too long to suit such
pioneer feminists as Susan B. Anthony, Lucy Stone, Elizabeth Cady Stanton
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and Belva Lockwood, who took up the cause of women's rights with fervor
and determination. Later Belva was made even more aware of the
discrimination against women when, as a preceptress, she found that while
she earned four hundred dollars a year, an assistant male teacher earned up to
six hundred. The then apparent hopelessness of the women's cause so aroused
her fury that she embarked on what became a more-than-fifty-years struggle
against the exclusion of women from the privileges which men enjoyed.
Apparently Belva felt after her first experience that if she intended to
try to change conditions in the schools, she had better fortify herself with a
good education. With this in mind, she attended Gasport Academy for one
year, brushing up on subjects which enabled her to enter Genesee College at
Lima, New York, the following fall. There she enrolled in the scientific course
which offered languages, mathematics, philosophy, history, chemistry and
English. She was graduated with honors and received the Bachelor of Science
degree on June 27, 1857.
Believing that her field was teaching, Belva was preceptress of
seminaries at Lockport, Gainesville and Oswego, New York for successive
periods. Whenever she had the authority to do so, she incorporated into the
school program her philosophy of the equality of the sexes, not always to the
satisfaction of parents or local leaders. In Lockport, she served on various
committees of the Woman's Rights Movement and once helped to arrange a
meeting at which Susan B. Anthony spoke. The two women were
immediately attracted to each other and, although they were to have their
differences, as in the presidential campaign of 1884, they worked together all
their lives.
By the close of the Civil War, Belva appears to have outgrown her home
town. She was eager to move to a more progressive city such as New York,
Boston or Washington. After visiting the nation's capital, she and her
daughter Lura, now in her teens, agreed to settle there.
On March 11, 1868, the attractive young widow married Dr. Ezekiel
Lockwood, a tall, handsome man, "quite aged but spry,"} and in December
of the next year gave birth to her second daughter, Jessie Belva, who lived
only two and a half years. Belva and her new husband organized a Washington
Chapter of the Equal Rights Association, the surviving organization after the
merger of the anti-slavery societies and the Woman's Rights Society. The
initial meeting and many thereafter were held in the parlor of the Lockwood
home, attended by "ladies and gentlemen of both colors." The Association's
object, according to the Washington Star of July 6, 1869, was to secure equal
rights for all Americans, regardless of race, color or sex.
In 1869 the Equal Rights Association splintered into two parties, the
American Woman's Suffrage Party, which concerned itself mainly with the
enfranchisement of women and the radical National Woman's Suffrage Party,
1 Allen C. Clark, "Belva Ann L(,c~wood," in Records of the Columbia Historical Society"
F. 191 and C. 72, Vol. 35-36, p. 206.
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which sought the advancement of the sex on all fronts. The latter group was
more to Belva's liking. Although she was concerned with obtaining the right
to vote for women, she was as much concerned with equal and legal rights for
women in the professions and industry. Twenty years later these two
organizations combined once again and became known as the National
American Woman's Suffrage Association.
Belva matriculated for a master's degree at Syracuse University, with
which Genesee College had been incorporated, and received the degree in
1870, at a time when higher education among women was still rare. The
following autumn she sought to be admitted to a law school. At that time she
was slim and of medium height with clear, sharp blue-grey eyes, a small firm
mouth, low arched forehead and soft brown hair. Completely feminine in
appearance, she was strong-minded, determined and able in both thought and
action. She applied for admission to the law class of Columbia College (now
George Washington University) but her application was rejected by the
Reverend G. W. Samson, its president, because the professors thought the
attendance of ladies "would not be expedient, as it would be likely to distract
the attention of the young men." This rejection disturbed Belva but did not
deter her from applying the following year to the National University Law
School. The faculty there also had a policy of not accepting women students
but William B. Wedgewood of New Hampshire, the Vice Chancellor,
consented to teach law to a separate class of women. 2
Before Belva began her law studies, her daughter Lura married DeForest
Ormes, a young pharmacist. The couple made their home with the
Lockwoods and Lura took over a good part of the housekeeping duties, as
well as the care of Jessie Belva, thereby making it possible for her mother to
attend classes daily. Later Lura, who also went to law school, became a clerk
in her mother's office.
Because of her experience with the Royalton trustees regarding salary,
Belva was constantly on the lookout for evidences of discriminatory practices
against women. The Civil Service became her first target for attack. Several
thousand women were employed by the Federal Government, particularly in
Washington, and although some held positions of greater responsibility than
the men with whom they worked, seventy-five dollars a month remained their
maximum salary. Belva and other women started collecting signatures to a
petition to Congress for a bill which would provide that women employees be
paid according to merit, as were men. As a consequence of her efforts, a bill
"to do justice to the Female Employees of the Government and for other
purposes" was introduced on March 21, 1870, by Congressman Samuel Mayes
Arnell of Tennessee. Its opening paragraph stated that " ... all clerks and
other employees in the Civil Service of the United States shall be paid,
2 Belva A. Lockwood, "My Efforts to Become a Lawyer," Cornell University Archives;
Julia Hull Winner, Belva A. Lockwood, No. 19 of the Occasional Contributions of the
Niagara County Historical Society, 1969, pp. 47 and 117; of the fIfteen students who
matriculated in the class, only Belva and one other woman completed the course.
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irrespective of sex, with reference to the character and the amount of service
performed by them.,,3 The passage of the Arnell Bill in 1872 was an
important step forward in the Equal Rights struggle, anticipating by almost a
century the equal pay provision of the 1964 Civil Rights Act; it helped
establish Belva as one of the important figures in the movement.
Belva Lockwood actively supported the passage of the Organic Act of
February 21, 1871, which provided a territorial form of government for the
District of Columbia and granted its residents the right to elect a delegate to
Congress. Since the Organic Act did not grant the right to vote to women,
Belva petitioned Congress to grant such voting rights and was given a hearing
before both houses. She also met with the Committee on Laws and Judiciary,
at which time, according to her own account in a letter to Dr. Mary Walker
dated July 29, 1871, she "completely annihilated the 7th Sec. of the Organic
Act," which limited the right to vote to men. "They had hardly a word to say
after I had concluded," she went on. "I think that the Lord helped me, for
everything that I wished to say came from my tongue." The effort to amend
the Organic Act ended in 1875, when Congress withdrew the legislative power
from the people of the District of Columbia. 4
Over the years Belva sponsored the enactment of legislation and drafted
many bills, not all of them related to women's rights. She secured the passage
through Congress of the Soldiers and Sailors Bill of $50,000 and dictated the
Sherman Resolution granting the President authority to mediate when war is
imminent between two nations. She also helped the women of the District of
Columbia obtain equal property rights and equal guardianship of their
children.
In 1873 Belva graduated from the National University Law School as a
Bachelor of Laws. In 1906, after having practiced law for thirty-three years,
she wrote to the Dean of the College of Liberal Arts at Syracuse University
asking, "What shall I do to secure the degree of Doctor of Laws?"s In 1909
Syracuse responded by making her the first woman to receive the honorary
LL.D. from the University.
On September 24, 1873, Belva was admitted to the Supreme Court of
the District of Columbia. 6 Chief Justice David K. Cartter said to her,
"Madam, if you come into this court, we shall treat you like a man."? Now
her two immediate goals were admission to the bar of the United States
Supreme Court and to the bar of the United States Court of Claims, from
which women lawyers had thus far b~en excluded.
3HR 1571, Amell Bill, 41st Congress, Second Session, Records of the U. S. Senate,
Legislative, Diplomatic and Judicial Records Division, National Archives.
4Elizabeth Cady Stanton and others, ed., The History of Woman Suffrage (New York,
1881), Vol. III, p. 812.
sBelva A. Lockwood to Frank Smalley, February 16, 1906, Syracuse University
Archives.
6 Known since 1936 as the United States District Court for the District of Columbia.
'Belva A. Lockwood, "My Efforts to Become a Lawyer," McBride's Magazine. Vol. 41
(1888), p. 224.
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Her first application for admission to the United States Court of Claims
was based on the assertion that she had made the prosecution of government
claims a specialty in her profession. Her application to that court was denied
in 1875 on the ground, first, that she was a woman and second, a married
woman. At the same time her application to the United States Supreme Court
was denied on the ground that there was no precedent for admitting a woman
to practice in that court and further, that women could not be admitted to
practice before it without a special act of legislation. Belva was of the opinion
that no special act was required since each generation was privileged to set its
own precedents. She petitioned Congress to enact a statute providing "(t)hat
no other woman otherwise qualified shall be debarred from practice before
any United States Court on account of sex or coverture.... ,,8
In her efforts to obtain legislation favorable to women, Belva was
supported by men who approved her cause as well as by women. Among
them were Representatives John Montgomery Glover and Benjamin F. Butler
and Senators Aaron A. Sargent and George F. Hoar. During the first session
of the 45th Congress, HR 1077, the so-called Lockwood Bill to relieve the
legal disabilities of women, was introduced into the House of Representatives
(November 5, 1877) by Representative Glover. The bill was then referred to
the Committee on the Judiciary and reported without amendment on
February 21,1878, on Belva's fourth attempt to have the bill introduced in
Congress. The House passed the bill that day with 169 votes in favor and 87
against passage, with an order that its title be amended to read "a Bill to
relieve certain legal disabilities of women." On March 18 the Senate Judiciary
Committee reported the bill "without amendment and that it ought not to
pass.,,9 A further all-out effort was made to win the passage of the bill by the
Senate. Numerous newspaper articles, speeches and public meetings supported its passage and members of Congress were canvassed to support its
enactment. Finally, almost a year later, Senator Sargent called up the bill in
the Senate. That day the ladies' galleries of the Senate were crowded. The
senators did not seem disposed to discuss the matter and after a few
explanatory remarks by Senator Hoar, the vote was taken by yeas and nays.
The bill was passed by a large majority, to the delight of the ladies in the
gallery. They owed their victory in the House to Benjamin F. Butler and the
adoption of the bill to Senator Hoar. That evening Belva called on Lucy
Hayes, the President's popular wife. Mrs. Hayes complimented Belva on her
achievement and informed her that she had sent a bouquet to Senator Hoar in
appreciation of his efforts on behalf of the bill. When President Hayes signed
the bill into law, Belva's victory was widely acclaimed. 10
II Judiciary Committee (Senate 43-A - H 11.3), May 25, 1874, Legislative, Judicial and
Diplomatic Records Division, National Archives.
9 Senate Journal, 45th Congress, Second Session, Legislative, Judicial and Diplomatic
Records Division, National Archives.
10 Records of the National American Woman's Suffrage Association, Manuscript
Division, Library of Congress.
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On March 13, 1879, Belva was admitted to the bar of the United States
Supreme Court on the motion of the Honorable Albert Gallatin Riddle,
attorney for the District. She accepted the parchment certificate of her
membership before a distinguished audience of government employees. Three
days later she was admitted to the United States Court of Claims before
which she was to appear on numerous occasions in the following years. Her
husband had not lived to celebrate her victory with her, having died in 1877.
Belva purchased a twenty-room house at 619 F Street, N. W., which
was to serve as both home and office for more than thirty years. She opened
her office as "Attorney and solicitor, practicing in the Court of Claims and
the United States Supreme Court" on the ground floor. It was not long
before she made herself seen and heard on Capitol Hill. She became a familiar
figure, riding around Washington on a tricycle.
For over a decade Belva's time was completely devoted to her
profession. Then, from 1884 on, her attention was directed to the "moral,
social and political condition of the country and the probable future of the
Republic,"ll and she undertook lecture tours, some lasting six or seven
months. An eloquent advocate, always lively and loquacious, she made some
of her most effective speeches at a time when speeches by women were the
order of the day. Her subjects were numerous and varied for there were many
causes close to her heart, including peace, Indian rights, temperance, labor
and many other social reforms.
Belva's greatest dedication, however, was to the improvement of
conditions for women all over the world. Using all the legal weapons at her
command, she continued to seek for women the same privileges, opportunities and offices that were open to men. In 1884, when Republican James G.
Blaine and Democrat Grover Cleveland opposed each other as candidates for
the Presidency of the United States, Belva attended the Republican National
Convention in Chicago where she appealed to the Resolutions Committee for
an Equal Rights plank. The result was disheartening; the Committee quickly
voted to refer the matter to a sub-committee and that was the end of it. A
woman who addressed the Democratic Party in the same way fared no better.
Angered by the attitude of the political parties, Belva could not see her way
clear to follow the suggestion of Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady
Stanton that women vote for Blaine. She wrote to her friend, Mrs. Marietta
L. B. Stow, editor of the Woman's Herald of Industry, asking why women
should not be nominated for important places and then elaborating on the
idea. "Is not Victoria Empress' of India? Have we not among our
countrywomen persons of as much talent and ability? Is not history full of
precedents of women rulers?" Then she added her punch line: "If women in
the States are not permitted to vote, there is no law against their being voted
for. ... "12
11 Belva Lockwood to "Dear Sisters of the Equity Club," April 30, 1887, Schlesinger
Library, Radcliffe College.
12 Belva A. Lockwood, "How I Ran for the Presidency," in National Magazine,March
1903, pp. 728-729.
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The women of California convened at San Francisco to select their
own candidates and nominated Belva Lockwood, with Marietta Stow as her
running mate, on the Equal Rights- Party ticket. Other minority parties
nominating candidates in the presidential race of that ye.ar were the
Prohibition Party, with John P. St. John as their nominee, and the National
Greenback Party, with Benjamin F. Butler, the vigorous supporter of the
Lockwood Bill, as their candidate.
Belva professed "utter surprise" at the news and carried the letter of
nomination in her pocket for three days before mentioning it to anyone.
"Although feeling unworthy and incompetent to fill so high a place," she
fmally wrote in acceptance, "I am constrained to accept the nomination so
generously and enthusiastically tendered by the only party who really and
truly represents the interests of our whole people.... If elected, I shall
recommend in my inaugural speech a uniform system of laws, as far as
practicable, for all of the States, and especially for marriage, divorce, and the
limitation of contracts, and such a regulation of the laws of descent and
distribution of estates as will make the wife equal with the husband in
authority and right, and an equal partner in the common busines.... ,,13
Because no one could vote in the District of Columbia, a ratification
party was held in an orchard in Prince Georges County, Maryland. Belva made
her formal acceptance speech before some sixty men and women, including
nine reporters from the Washington and Baltimore papers. "Who," she
wanted to know, "are the people of the United States? ... Are women
persons? Are they citizens? May they be freeholders, and can they contract,
sue and be sued? The full-fledged American woman stands before you today,
ready for the workshop, ready for the pulpit, the forum or the political arena,
demanding equal rights before the law." She counseled the women to "rise
up" and by their votes to "take possession of the affairs of government." 14
Belva herself directed a vigorous campaign. Mrs. Stow's paper in
California was the voice of the Equal Rights Party, supporters in Cleveland
produced a Lockwood button, and a New York firm supplied free pictures of
the candidates, while Belva traveled.on a lecture tour. Appearing on the stage
of New York's Academy of Music in a black velvet gown with roses in her
corsage and her hair dressed in oriental style, she proclaimed to her audience
that "In this free Republic, contrary to the Bill of Rights, we are governed
without our own consent.,,1 5
Harper's Weekly, editorializing on Belva as a candidate, referred to her
"great force of character" and "indomitable perseverance." Her legal
attainments were "of no common order and her practice at the bar has been
extensive. ,,16
13 Belva Lockwood, letter of acceptance of the nomination, September 3, 1884, owned
by Mrs. Arthur (Miriam) Holden.
14 Lockwood, "How I ran," p. 732.
15 Lockport Daily Journal, October 21, 1884, p. 2; Winner, "Belva," p. 63.
16 Harper's Weekly, September 20, 1884, p. 621.
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Cartoon appearing in the Philadelphia Evening Item, November 6, 1888,
following Mrs. Lockwood's second nomination for the Presidency of the United States.
Courtesy of the New-York Historical Society, New York City
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The Louisville Courier-Journal of October 15, 1884 reported that "The
announcement that Mrs. Belva A. Lockwood would deliver an address in
Louisville in the evening drew a crowd that quite filled the Music Hall and
which, judging from its behavior, was on the qui vive with curiosity."
Belva and her running mate received 379 popular votes in New
Hampshire, 1336 in New York, 374 in Michigan, 1008 in Illinois, 318 in
Maryland and 734 in California.
In 1888 Belva was nominated again for the Presidency on the Equal
Rights Party ticket, this time by the women of Iowa. Her second-time
candidacy lacked the excitement of the campaign of 1884, but her activism
continued to give women new hope. It certainly kept the public ever mindful
that a federal amendment for suffrage was looming on the political horizon.
In spite of her advancing years, Belva remained in active practice. She
won several important legal battles, among them the particularly noteworthy
case of the Eastern Cherokee Indians against the United States Government.
The case dated back to 1838 when, under a treaty between the two, the
Cherokees relinquished land for which the government promised to pay.
Sixty-four years later, in 1902, the government still had not fulfilled its
promise and Congress granted the Eastern Cherokees the right to sue on their
claim of violation of their treaty rights. As a result of Belva Lockwood's
representation of the Indians, the Court of Claims awarded judgment to her
client of $1,111,284.70 with interest at the rate of 5 per cent from June 12,
1838 to the date of payment, or an aggregate recovery of approximately five
million dollars. In 1906 the Supreme Court affirmed the judgment.
Belva's efforts on behalf of the peace movements absorbed much of her
time, strength and attention. She was the Commissioner of the Universal
Peace Union to the Universal Exposition in Paris in 1889 and a delegate to
the Universal Congress of Peace in Paris. In 1890 she presented a paper on
disarmament at the International Congress of Peace in London. In 1892 she
was elected a member of the International Peace Bureau at Berne,
Switzerland, and in 1896 she served as a delegate to the International Peace
Conference for the third time. Among many additional contributions to the
cause of world peace, she prepared and had introduced into Congress the first
bill recommending an international arbitration court, the settlement of
disputes between nations by arbitration having become one of her prime
concerns.
Belva Lockwood died at 10: 30 on the morning of May 19, 1917, in the
George Washington University Hospital. The funeral service was held in the
Wesley Chapel of the Methodist Episcopal Church of which she was a
member. Interment was in the Congressional Cemetery. She had been an
extremely able and forceful woman. Her achievements would be regarded as
exceptional in any century.
Oddly enough, or perhaps not so oddly, Belva would be the first to
agree with these statements; the two-time presidential candidate was far from
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being a shrinking violet. She never hesitated to recommend her services in
various capacities to the Presidents of the United States from Ulysses S. Grant
to Woodrow Wilson, and never failed to be supported by individuals in high
places. "How about the Women's Department at the Paris Exposition and the
Women Commissioners?" she wrote the Honorable R. C. McCormick in
December of 1877. "If you have any dearth of candidates, as you doubtless
have, please consider me as a reserve force." She assured President James
Garfield that her lack of fear of yellow fever, war, famine and earthquakes
qualified her to become consul to Brazil. A "thorough knowledge of the
commercial interests of the United States, familiarity with international law"
and "an earnest desire to arbitrate between nations" made her fitness for the
position "unquestioned." She "had the honor" to request of President
Cleveland that she be named as one of the Commissioners to represent the
United States at the International exposition to take place abroad in 1894.
"At least one of the Commissioners should be a woman," she suggested,
"familiar with American Products and American History.,,1?
Many of Belva's ideas are relevant to contemporary American life. She
expressed the longings of both her century and ours when she said, "We hope
that with the experience this nation has had in the War of the Rebellion and
in all the train of evils that has followed in its wake, we are educated out of
war; and that reason and the pen will be the controlling influences of the
future." Her words, "We want great statesmen rather than great generals"
could become the slogan of present-day peace movements. And were she alive
today, her ability and self-assurance, based on her knowledge of legal
procedures, would certainly provide an aggressive national leadership for the
cause of the Women's Liberation Movement.

The contents of this article are, in a large measure, derived from material in the
Syracuse University Archives. I am most grateful for the fine cooperation given me by
Mrs. Amy Doherty, University Archivist. I am also grateful to the following for their
assistance: the director and staff of the Legislative, Judicial and Diplomatic Service of
the National Archives, Washington, D. C; the Manuscript Division and Reference
Library, Library of Congress; the Schlesinger Library, Radcliffe College; Cornell
University Archives; New York Historical Society; Columbia University Libraries; Smith
College Library; Scarsdale Public Library; Friends' Historical Library and Swarthmore
College Peace Collection; New York Public Library; Free Library of Philadelphia;
Bodleian Library, Oxford; Library of the Supreme Court of the United States; Boston
Athenaeum; American Antiquarian Society; Lockport Public Library; Mr. G. M. Beamish
of the British Museum; Mrs. Arthur Holden; Julia Winner, Lockport, N. Y.; and my
husband, Emanuel Dannett, who made the case of the Eastern Cherokee Indians
comprehensible.

17 Belva Lockwood to Hon. R. C. McCormick, Washington, D. C., December 31, 1877;
Belva Lockwood to His Excellency, James A. Garfield, President of the United States,
May 16, 1881; and Belva Lockwood to His Excellency, Grover Cleveland, March 21,
1894, all in General Records of the Department of State, Letters of Applications and
Recommendations for Office, Legislative, Judicial and Diplomatic Records Division,
National Archives.
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Open for Research . ..

Notes on Collections

The papers of Hezekiah Spencer, fur trader during the first half of the
nineteenth century, have been prepared for scholarly use in the George
Arents Research Library. Dating from 1777 to 1863, with the major portion
covering the period 1827 to 1862, the papers consist of correspondence and
financial and legal records relating to Spencer's occupation.
Spencer lived in Suffolk, Connecticut. From this home base he
conducted his business, securing his furs from small dealers and peddlers
whom he commissioned to travel into the hinterlands to buy pelts, and selling
to larger dealers in New York for shipment to Europe and China.
The correspondence of approximately 1000 items, 1817-1863, includes
incoming letters and copies of some of Spencer's outgoing letters, mainly to
fur dealers. It details fur prices and quantities of pelts for each season,
problems of transport, marketing prospects, payment of notes and drafts and
agreements for commissions. The correspondence kept Spencer informed of
fluctuating markets in Canton, London and Leipzig as well as at home. The
market was affected by many elements, both national and international, such
as fears of war in Europe, a cholera epidemic in New York, hard times in
1837 under Andrew Jackson, the death of the Turkish sultan and the
trapping of sea otter on the California coast in the 1850's, all of which are
subjects of comment in the correspondence.
The papers indicate that Spencer was in competition with John Jacob
Astor and the American Fur Company during some period of his career; a
letter of March 31,1828, complains of having been outbid by Astor for some
prime red fox.
The Green Family Papers, 1774-1889, provide a history of members of
the Green family residing in Massachusetts, New York and South Carolina.
The principal figures are Timothy Green and his son, Timothy Ruggles Green,
both lawyers and merchants in New York City. The papers include
correspondence, legal and financial records and miscellany. More than a
dozen letters in the correspondence are from Asa Danforth, J r. of Onondaga
Valley, New York, concerning commerce and industry, including salt mining.
The legal and financial papers often relate to transactions concerning the
development of the salt industry around Onondaga Lake.
The records of the Clark Music Company of Syracuse comprise the
correspondence, memoranda, merchandising and financial records of the
retail trade in musical instruments and materials carried on from 1889 to
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1960 by a family-owned firm in Syracuse. The company was managed for
many years by Melville Clark (1883-1953), who acquired considerable fame
as a harpist, musical inventor and collector and was a respected leader in the
musical life of the city.
The papers of Bertie Charles Forbes, founder of Forbes magazine,
consist of correspondence, writings and memorabilia and date from 1895 to
1957. Of special interest in the correspondence are single letters from F. D.
Underwood, president of the Erie Railroad, Bernard Baruch, Wendell Willkie
and Herbert Hoover. Among many other correspondents are Thomas Alva
Edison, William Randolph Hearst, E. V. Rickenbacker, John D. Rockefeller,
Jr., Owen D. Xoung, Calvin Coolidge, A. W. Mellon, Arthur Murray, Robert
A. Taft, Margaret Truman and John Wanamaker. Forbes' writings include
articles, books and pamphlets, magazine and newspaper columns, novels,
short stories and speeches.
Another collection relating to a publication is that of the New York
Review of Books. The records, 1963-1969, consist of correspondence,
production papers, financial and legal papers and manuscripts, all relating to
the articles, book reviews, poetry, advertisements for the book trade and
other items of literary interest that form the content of the bi-monthly
Review.
The papers, 1797-1954, of Collis Potter Huntington (1821-1900),
railroad financier and a builder of the Central Pacific Railroad, include
correspondence, legal and financial records and organization records. The
letters in the correspondence number approximately 190,000, with the major
portion dated from 1867 to 1900, the year of Huntington's death. The papers
provide a history of the building of the transcontinental railroad and the
transportation industry in the United States during the last half of the
nineteenth century. They include a substantial amount of the correspondence
of Huntington's partners in the transcontinental venture: Mark Hopkins,
Leland Stanford, Charles Crocker and his brother, E. B. Crocker.
Among recent acquisitions of rare books the following are particularly
notable:
Byron, George Gordon Noel Byron, 6th Baron, English Bards and
Scotch Reviewers. London: For James Cawthorn, British Library [1809].
First edition, second issue. A satire on his reviewers and a tirade against other
poets of his day.
The Outsider, Vol. 1, No. 1-¥ol. 2, No. 4/5. New Orleans, La.: Loujon
Press, Fall 1961-Winter 1968/69. These issues complete the full run of the
journal in the Rare Book Department.
Di Prima, Diane, The Book of Hours, Poems. Drawings by Bret
Rohmer. San Francisco: The Brownstone Press, 1970. No. 25, signed by the
author. First and limited edition.
Engravings by Eric Gill. A Selection of Engravings on Wood and Metal
representative of his work to the end of the year 1927 with a complete
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Chronological List of Engravings and a Preface by the artist. Bristol: Douglas
Cleverdon, 1929.
Burney, Fanny, The Wanderer: or Female Difficulties. By the author of
Evalina; Cecelia; and Camilla. In five volumes. London: Printed for Longman,
Hurst, Rees, Orme, and Brown, 1814. First edition.
Morris, William, Gothic Architecture, a Lecture for the Arts and Crafts
Exhibition Society. Printed by the Kelmscott Press during the Arts and Crafts
Exhibition at the New Gallery, Regent Street, London, 1883. First edition,
first issue.
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News of Library Associates
Syracuse University Library Associates met on April 29 at Everson
Museum in Syracuse, the first stop in a tour of three central New York points
of special interest. Following an hour at the Museum, the Associates moved
on to the Oneida Community near Oneida, Madison County, where Dr.
Nelson M. Blake of the University's History department spoke on the history
of the Community. Mrs. Miles E. Robertson, granddaughter of the Community's founder and a trustee of Library Associates, also spoke informally
before the Associates toured the Mansion House, the main building of the
Community where the entire Oneida "family" was housed and conducted
their indoor activities. Luncheon was served in the Mansion House dining
rooms before the Associates went on to Utica, where they saw the Shaker
exhibit at Munson-Williams-Proctor Institute and visited its neighbor, the
restored nineteenth-century home known as Fountain Elms.
On April 30 the annual meeting of the Board of Trustees was held at
Lawrinson Penthouse on the University campus. Dr. Howard L. Applegate
presented the treasurer's report in the absence of Mr. Allen B. Coughlin and
noted that thirty-eight contributions of gifts-in-kind with a total estimated
value of $19,674 have been given to the Library since January 1, 1971.
Contributions to the Purchase Fund during the past nine months amounted
to $7,900.
The Nominations Committee reported the resignation of Mr. Coughlin
as treasurer of Library Associates. The slate presented by the Committee,
including the Reverend R. Wayne Archer to succeed Mr. Coughlin, was
elected unanimously. New members of the Board of Trustees are Mrs. William
L. Broad, Mrs. Allen B. Coughlin and Richard L. Engel, all- of Fayetteville,
Mrs. Robert H. Knapp of Cazenovia and Ernest L. Sarason of Syracuse.
Mrs. Antje Lemke, chairman of the Publications Committee, reported
on the editorial procedures adopted by the committee relative to The Courier
and Miss Arsine Schmavonian spoke of the character of the Courier articles
and the relationship of the authors to the University and Library Associates.
Mrs. Auchincloss, reporting for the Program Committee, said that local
meetings of the Associates are being planned for Fridays of the month from
5:00 to 7:00 p.m. during seven months of the year and listed some program
possibilities. A questionnaire will be sent to members to ascertain their special
interests.
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The Reverend Benjamin J. Lake appointed the following committees:
Executive Committee
Benjamin J. Lake, chairman
Howard L. Applegate
R. Wayne Archer
Mrs. J. Howland Auchincloss
Warren N. Boes
Mrs. William L. Broad
Melvin A. Eggers
Mrs. Antje Lemke
Warren Murphy
Chester Soling
Mrs. Albert Wertheimer
Finance Committee
Warren Murphy, chairman
R. Wayne Archer
Mrs. Allen B. Coughlin
David A. Fraser
Mrs. Lyman C. Spire
Ernest L. Sarason
Membership Committee
Mrs. William L. Broad, chairman
Mrs. J. Howland Auchincloss
Edward C. Fales
William G. Peacher
Mrs. Albert Wertheimer
Miss Elaine Wilcox

Planning Committee
Chester Soling
Post Standard Committee
Miss Mary Marshall, chairman
R. Max Willocks
David A. Fraser
Program Committee
Mrs. J. Howland Auchincloss, chairman
Henry S. Bannister
Alan Dietch
Mrs. Robert H. Knapp
Metod M. Milac
David Tatham
Publications Committee
Mrs. Antje Lemke, chairman
Nelson M. Blake
Mrs. Arpena Mesrobian
William G. Peacher
Walter Sutton
Publicity Committee
Richard G. Case, chairman
Miss Arsin~ Schmavonian
Estate Planning and Memorials

Nominations Committee

Frank C. Love

R. Wayne Archer, chairman
Richard G. Case
Mrs. Robert H. Knapp

Dr. Applegate presented the following list of 1971 recipients of the
Library Certificate of Merit, presented to those persons whose gifts-in-kind
have reached the value of $25,000 or more:
J.ames L. Adams, Unitarian clergyman
Ken Bald, cartoonist
Clarence D. Batchelor, cartoonist
Pietro Belluschi, architect
Doris Caesar, sculptor
John Canaday, writer and art critic
Edwin Dickinson, artist
Burges Green, cartoonist
Lurelle Van Arsdal Guild, industrial
designer
Irwin Hasen, cartoonist

Cecil Leon Jensen, cartoonist
Roy Braxton Justus, cartoonist
Warren Thomas King, cartoonist
Dong Kingman, artist
Edward D. Keukes, cartoonist
Phyllis McGinley, poet
John Prentice, cartoonist
Raymond Spilman, industrial designer
Don Tobin, cartoonist
Charles Werner, cartoonist
Don Conway Wright, cartoonist
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It was moved that the above be made life members of Library Associates and
the motion was carried.
Miss Ruth Salisbury reported that the Rare Book department staff is
concerned primarily at present with the bringing together physically of all
uncataloged material, an internal evaluation of all materials now classified by
the Dewey classification system and an evaluation of special author and
subj~ct collections. She exhibited the most recent gift of Library Associates
to the Library, a volume of German incunabula leaves assembled by Konrad
Haebler, authority on early German printing.
Mr. Warren N. Boes, Director of Libraries, reported on future plans,
including improved services to patrons through automation and centralization
in the new Ernest S. Bird Library, cooperation with sister institutions to
provide broader research services to patrons using manuscripts and rare books
and economies resulting from budgetary control and accountability made
possible by concentration and automated systems. In the area of rare books
and manuscripts, Mr. Boes said that participation in such a consortium as the
Five Associated University Libraries, of which Syracuse is one, will permit
the possible concentration of specialists and a pooling of collections with
resulting economies in purchases. He pointed out that personnel is the
Library's greatest expense; the new era of automated systems indicates a shift
of costs from staffs to systems and networks. He stated that with the new
facilities in use after June 1972 and the reorganization resulting from years of
planning, the more effective service provided by the Library will add
substantially to the quality of education available at Syracuse University.
The Executive Committee of Library Associates has accepted with
regret the resignation of Robert Phillips from the Board of Trustees. Mr.
Phillips is moving to Dusseldorf, Germany, to become Creative Director of
Gramm and Grey International Partners, advertising consultants.
The Executive Committee has elected Mr. Alan Dietch of Rochester,
New York, to replace Mr. Phillips on the Board. Mr. Dietch is a well known
national collector of books and manuscripts relating to canals and the history
of printing. His term on the Board of Trustees will expire in 1974.
Mr. Gordon Banks, head of the Autograph Department of Goodspeed's
Book Shop, Boston, will be the speaker at the Fall 1971 meeting of Library
Associates on October 22.
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SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY ASSOCIATES
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Benjamin J. Lake, Chairman
Chester Soling, Vice Chairman
R. Wayne Archer, Treasurer
John S. Mayfield, Secretary

Through 1972
MRS. J. HOWLAND AUCHINCLOSS
Syracuse, N.Y.
SOL FEINSTONE
Washington Crossing, Pa.
DAYID A. FRASER
Syracuse, N.Y.
BENJAMIN 1. LAKE
Cazenovia, N.Y.
FRANK C. LOVE
Syracuse, N.Y.
ELAINE H. WILCOX
Syracuse, N.Y.

JOHN S. MAYFIELD
Syracuse, N.Y.
MURRAY M. SALZBERG
Flushing, N.Y.
CHESTER SOLING
New York, N.Y.
MRS. LYMAN C. SPIRE
Fayetteville, N.Y.
RALPH WALKER
Chappaqua,N.Y.

Through 1973
R. WAYNE ARCHER
MRS. ANTJE LEMKE
Syracuse, N.Y.
Syracuse, N.Y.
JOHN BEACH
WILLIAM G. PEACHER
Syracuse, N.Y.
Syracuse, N.Y.
ERNEST L. SARASON
MRS. CHARLES P. BUCHANAN
Syracuse, N.Y.
New York, N.Y.
LURELLE GUILD
JOHN VASSOS
Norwalk, Conn.
Darien, Conn.
CLYDE O. JONES
MELVIN J. WEIG
Morristown, N.J.
Storrs, Conn.
MRS. ALBERT WERTHEIMER
Syracuse, N.Y.
Through 1974
EDWARD C. FALES
Salisbury, N.H.
RONALD L. GOLDFARB
Alexandria, Va.
MRS. ROBERT H. KNAPP
Cazenovia, N.Y.
WARREN B. MURPHY
Manlius, N.Y.
MRS. MILES E. ROBERTSON
Oneida, N.Y.

MRS. WILLIAM L. BROAD
Fayetteville, N.Y.
RICHARD G. CASE
Cazenovia, N.Y.
MRS. ALLEN B. COUGHLIN
Fayetteville, N.Y.
ALAN DIETCH
Rochester, N.Y.
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MRS. LOUIS E. SHECTER
Baltimore, Md.
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